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Black and Dingy Cutworm Infestations Mark the Arrival of 
the Multi-Pest Complex 
Corn growers can rely on the Agrisure Viptera™ 3111 trait stack to 
maximize yields with broad spectrum control against 14 yield- and quality-
robbing insects*  

MINNETONKA, MINN. — June 3, 2010 — The first signs of possible black 
cutworm and dingy cutworm infestations are being seen throughout the Corn Belt, 
with Syngenta agronomist moth traps reporting significant captures of black 
cutworm in Missouri, Indiana, Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota, Nebraska, South 
Dakota and Iowa. Moth traps help identify geographies that are at a higher risk of 
yield loss due to possible insect infestation, so growers are urged to scout fields 
now to determine if treatments are needed to avoid yield-crippling stand damage.  

―Growers in most areas have been pretty fortunate this season in that the weather 
has allowed for uncharacteristically early planting. Generally, early tillage and 
planting of corn minimizes the risk of cutworm infestation,‖ said Bruce Battles, 
agronomy marketing manager, Syngenta Seeds. ―Unfortunately, growers can‘t rely 
on such favorable conditions each season. With Agrisure Viptera 3111, growers 
will be better able to manage these pests without worrying about costly spraying 
and scouting.‖ 

Black cutworm can cause substantial damage to growers' yield potential if not 
controlled early in the growing season. While dingy cutworm feeding is generally 
limited to leaves, it can also cut seedlings and excessive infestation can limit yield. 
The Agrisure Viptera trait is the only corn trait currently labeled for dingy cutworm. 
Due to the infestation potential this year, Battles recommends growers continue 
scouting for black cutworm and dingy cutworm until Agrisure Viptera is publicly 
available. 

Once the remaining key import market approvals are received, growers will have 
the option of planting seed with the new Agrisure Viptera™ 3111 trait stack to 
protect against black and dingy cutworm damage without scouting. The Agrisure 
Viptera 3111 trait stack maximizes yield potential by delivering unsurpassed, in-
seed control of 14 yield- and quality-robbing insects, including these two early-
season pests. 

Beginning with black cutworm and dingy cutworm, the other members of the multi-
pest complex – corn earworm, Western bean cutworm, fall armyworm, common 
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stalk borer and sugarcane borer – can cause significant economic losses due to 
their erratic infestation patterns, abundant numbers and the destruction they can 
cause throughout the growing season. The Agrisure Viptera™ trait, which powers 
the Agrisure Viptera 3111 trait stack, has the power to combat these pests and 
help U.S. corn growers recoup an estimated 238 million bushels of corn and $1.1 
billion in annual yield and grain quality losses due to multi-pest complex damage¹. 

Corn hybrids containing the Agrisure Viptera trait will be available for planting 
following receipt of key import market approvals. Growers in selected areas will 
have the opportunity to view hybrids with the Agrisure Viptera trait in action at 
Syngenta field trials in summer 2010. 

The Agrisure Viptera 3111 trait stack will be available in hybrids from the Syngenta 
seed brands of Garst®, Golden Harvest® and NK® seeds, as well as more than 
150 locally owned independent seed companies. For more information about the 
Agrisure Viptera trait and the Agrisure Viptera 3111 trait stack, visit 
www.agrisureviptera.com. 

 

*Products containing the Agrisure Viptera trait will not be available for sale prior to Syngenta obtaining all 
necessary import approvals. 

Agrisure®, Agrisure Viptera™ and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. 

Garst® is a trademark of Garst Seed Company. 

Golden Harvest ®is a trademark of Golden Harvest Seeds, Inc. 

¹Sources: Census 2007 USDA, USDA Risk Management Agency‗s internal indemnity database. Aflatoxin Center 
of Excellence of the South, Syngenta Entomology Research.  
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Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 
 
This document contains forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as ‗expect‘, ‗would‘, ‗will‘, 

‗potential‘, ‗plans‘, ‗prospects‘, ‗estimated‘, ‗aiming‘, ‗on track‘ and similar expressions. Such statements may be subject to risks 

and uncertainties that could cause the actual results to differ materially from these statements. We refer you to Syngenta's publicly 

available filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission for information about these and other risks and uncertainties. 

Syngenta assumes no obligation to update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changed assumptions or other 

factors. This document does not constitute, or form part of, any offer or invitation to sell or issue, or any solicitation of any offer, to 

purchase or subscribe for any ordinary shares in Syngenta AG, or Syngenta ADSs, nor shall it form the basis of, or be relied on in 

connection with, any contract therefor. 

 

 

  


